
South Dakota Department of the Military 

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs 

American Legion 2 

SDDVA Network 

Changes 

3 

AL Gulf War Print 3 

SD PTSI Awareness 

Day 

4 

PVA Poker Run 5 

SanFord Veteran 

Employment Work-

shop 

6 

Wall that Heals 7 

Plan for VA Build-

ings 

8 

Trail of Governor 

Statues 

9 

Warriors Never Give 

Up 

10 

MJFSVH Events 11 

Governor’s Message 12 

Upcoming Events 13 

Inside this issue: 

JUNE 22, 2017 

     Governor Daugaard proclaimed June 18th as 
“Dennis O. Brenden Day” in South Dakota.     
     In his proclamation, the Governor recognized 
Denny’s service in the United States Marines and his 
tour of duty in Vietnam.     Brenden was also hon-
ored for his leadership, legislative advocacy, partner-
ship building, embracing technology as a means to 
reach younger veterans, and his dedication and 
commitment to South Dakota’s veterans. 

 
 
     In his commitment to South 
Dakota’s veterans, Adjutant 
Brenden embraced and fos-
tered the four pillars of the 
American Legion by promot-
ing patriotism, national de-
fense, veterans rehabilitation 
and our children and youth. 
     “Denny is THE EXAMPLE of 
Veteran,” said SDDVA Secre-
tary Larry Zimmerman.  “His 
time as a War-Time Marine, 
molded him into a father, hus-
band, and hero that the Amer-
ican Legion is very privileged 
to have had. We are very 
proud of him and his service to 
this country and state!” 

June 18 was proclaimed “Dennis o. Brenden 

day” in south dakota  
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     Members of the South Dakota American Legion Posts and Auxiliaries gathered in Watertown last 
week for their annual convention.  Members elected the following new leaders:    
     Hugh Holmes of Mitchell, State Commander 
 Denny Brenden of Watertown, State Vice Commander  
 Fred Nelson of Spearfish, State Vice Commander  
 Jim Huls of Madison, National Executive Committeeman 
 Terry Hanson of Arlington, Alternate National Executive Committeeman 
 Travise Flisrand of Castlewood, Department Adjutant 
 Mark Abraham of Watertown, Assistant State Adjutant 
 Verle Whipple of Clear Lake, Department Sergeant-at-Arms 
     In his remarks at the convention, Governor Daugaard noted 
that “we have all said these words hundreds of times—“<I 
pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, 
and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."> But you, the men 
and women who have responded to their nation’s call have 
done more than pledge your allegiance, you have given it.  To 
gain that which is worth having, you risked losing everything 
else.  You risked your careers, your relationships…… your very 
lives.  All that we have here in America today, which our Decla-
ration of Independence proclaimed years ago, which our Bill of 
Rights guarantees to us.  You risked losing everything else, to 
protect all these things. We are grateful, we are proud, and we 
are with you in spirit and in heart.   You are South Dakota’s fin-
est, and we are grateful for your sacrifice and your service.”   
     Immediately following this presentation, Governor Daugaard also addressed the American Le-
gion Auxiliary. 
     Brad Richardson, superintendent of the Michael J. Fitzmaurice State Veterans Home, gave an up-
date on the new home and thanked the American Legion Posts and Auxiliaries for their on-going 
support of our Home and our heroes. 
     SDDVA’s Erin Bultje provided the Legionnaires and Auxiliary members with an update on the 
South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs.  She thanked the American Legion and its partners.   

She noted, “You have been great partners with us to be the voice for 
South Dakota’s veterans and to 
advocate for and provide the 
pathway for all veterans and their 
families.  
     SDDVA’s Jeri Smith was also 
present at the convention and 
visited with attendees on the mili-
tary funeral honors stipend pro-
gram.     
   
 

Change of command at American Legion 
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Changes within our sddva network 

     Caitlyn Zylstra has accepted a full time position with the Air Guard and has departed from her 
role with SDDVA. We wish Caitlyn the best in her new venture and thank her for her dedication in 
enhancing the lives of our veterans.  
     Erin Bultje will be wearing two SDDVA hats!   She will continue her role as a state veterans ser-
vice officer and she will serve as the Executive Director of South Dako-
ta Joining Forces. 
     Joseph Leasure has been promoted to a state veterans service of-
ficer and he will be taking over Caitlyn’s previous workload.  
     Katherine Richardson, a veteran who served 13 years in the Marine 
Corps, will join the SDDVA team on June 26 as state veterans service 
officer.  
     The SDDVA team is in the process of hiring an additional claims 
examiner. 
     On the County side of our network,   Bill Locken, veterans service 
officer for Lawrence County has decided that it’s time to retire and 
enjoy time with his family and improve his golf game!    Friends gath-
ered in Deadwood this week to wish Bill the best in his retirement.  
Bill has served as the Lawrence County VSO since March of 1996.   
Serving at the Governor’s request, Bill also served on the South Dako-
ta’s Veterans Commission from 2001-2012. 
     Jesse Ketzer has been named the new Lawrence County VSO.  His email address is: 
 jketzer@lawrence.sd.us. 
     Also, Ken Irwin has decided that this retirement thing looks pretty good and retired effective 
June 23 as the Custer County VSO.   Ken has served in his role as CVSO since 2007.   Ken’s replace-
ment is Jana Virtue. Her email is jvirtue@custercountysd.com  

     Newly-elected American Legion State Commander Hugh 
Holmes bought the John Green Gulf War print at the Ameri-
can Legion’s fun auction.   
     The American Legion has commissioned John Green to 
do five prints and Hugh has bought all four that have been 
auctioned at this time.    Funds raised from the auction go to 
the South Dakota American Legion Foundation.    
 

Holmes buys AL gulf war print 

mailto:%20jketzer@lawrence.sd.us.
mailto:jvirtue@custercountysd.com
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     At the request of the South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs, Gov. Dennis Daugaard has 
proclaimed June 27, 2017, as 
“Post-Traumatic Stress Injury 
Awareness Day in South Dako-
ta.”  It is a day to reflect on the 
causes, symptoms and treatment 
of post-traumatic stress injuries.  
     “The brave men and women 
of the United States Armed Forc-
es who proudly serve the United 
States and risk their lives to pro-
tect our freedom deserve the in-
vestment of every possible re-
source to ensure their lasting 
physical, mental, and emotional 
well-being,” the Governor’s proc-
lamation states.  
     “It is important that we ensure 
our heroes embrace their invisi-
ble wounds in a timely, confident 
manner, ultimately saving lives 
and preserving families,” said Lar-
ry Zimmerman, Secretary of the 
South Dakota Department of 
Veterans Affairs. “They have inju-
ries we cannot visualize, but are 
deeply felt by our heroes that 
have returned home.  Be vigilant 
in your watch of these great men 
and women and  be ready to 
fight for their freedoms of this 
deep pain from their service.” 
     Zimmerman is encouraging 
everyone to help raise PTSI 
awareness. “Awareness of PTSI 
can be divided into three 
themes,” said Zimmerman.  
“Learn, connect and share. Take the mystery out of PTSI by learning more about the invisible 
wounds and the treatments that are available. Reach out to someone and give support. Help 
spread the word. Working together we can make a difference.” 

Post traumatic stress injury awareness 

day in South dakota 
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     Following through on a key promise from less than a month ago, United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs Secretary Dr. David J. Shulkin announced a plan to dispose of all vacant VA build-
ings in 24 months (either by demolishing or setting for reuse). 
     Dr. Shulkin had raised the vacant building issue as a priority in his “State of the VA” address deliv-
ered at the White House on May 31. 
     Nationwide, the VA currently has 430 vacant or mostly vacant buildings that are on average 
more than 60 years old, and cost taxpayers more than $7 million per year to maintain. 
     Dr. Shulkin announced that, of those 430 buildings, the VA has begun disposal or reuse process-
es on 71.  Of the remaining 359 buildings, Dr. Shulkin announced the VA will begin disposal or re-
use processes on another 71 in the next six months, and plans to initiate disposal of the final 288 
vacant buildings within 24 months. 
     “We owe it to the American taxpayer to apply as much of our funding as possible to helping Vet-
erans,” said Dr. Shulkin. “Maintaining vacant buildings, including close to 100 from the Revolution-
ary War and Civil War, makes no sense and we’re working as quickly as possible to get them out of 
our inventory.” 
     The Secretary also announced that the VA will review another 784 non-vacant, but underuti-
lized, buildings to determine if additional efficiencies can be identified to be reinvested in veterans’ 
services. 
     Finally, in addition to the building closure, Dr. Shulkin announced that the Veterans Benefits Ad-
ministration (VBA) is freezing its footprint and will maximize space management by leasing or elimi-
nating office space nationwide, thanks to a robust telework program and the digitization of claim 
files. The VA estimates these actions will save taxpayers an additional $15.7 million annually begin-
ning in 2017, for a total of close to $23 million in combined annual savings from the initiatives. 
     “As I said in my State of the VA presentation, we need to move rapidly to bring savings to tax-
payers,” said Dr. Shulkin. “We will work through the legal requirements and regulations for disposal 
and reuse and we will do it as swiftly as possible.” 

Va announces plan to dispose of or re-use 

all of its vacant buildings in 24-months 

New artwork decorates the halls of the 

state veterans home 

     The Michael J. Fitzmaurice State Veterans 
Home, in partnership with the South Dakota Arts 
Council , is in the process of decorating the halls 
of the home via the Artists in Residence Program.     
     The first wall has been decorated with a tree of 
hands, each representing the veterans and em-
ployees of the home. 
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     Statues of two former South 
Dakota National Guardsmen, 
who also served as governors, 
were unveiled as part of the 
state's Trail of Governors, in 
Pierre, June 16. 
     The Trail of Governors, 
which began unveiling bronze 
statues of South Dakota gover-
nors in 2012, unveiled four 
more at this year's ceremony 
inside the Capitol that included 
Leslie Jensen and Joe Foss, the 
15th and 20th governors re-
spectively. 
     "I'm very proud of the men 
and women of the South Da-
kota National Guard - who put 
their lives on the line overseas 
and do so much to serve us at 
home," Gov. Dennis Daugaard 
said before sculptors unveiled 
the statues. "We have National 
Guard Soldiers and Airmen 

from South Dakota deployed today as we sit here in this rotunda. I'd like to think that these two 
statues will pay tribute not only to those two governors but all the men and women who served in 
our South Dakota National Guard." 
     Foss’ and Jensen's statues can be viewed at the South Dakota National Guard Museum in Pierre 
through August when they will be placed on Capitol Avenue.   Jensen will be placed near the Sol-
diers and Sailors War Memorial building and Foss will be placed near the Joe Foss State Office 
Building. 
     You can learn more about the Trail of Governors at:  https://www.trailofgovernors.com/.   The 
trail route can be found at:  https://www.trailofgovernors.com/trail-route/. 
 
 
 

Trail of governors unveils statues of 

two former sd guardsmen governors 

Gov. Leslie Jensen Gov. Joe Foss 

mailto:https://www.trailofgovernors.com/
mailto:https://www.trailofgovernors.com/trail-route/
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     Monday, veterans 
from all eras in South 
Dakota had the op-
portunity to partici-
pate in the “Warriors 
Never Give Up” fish-
ing tournament near 
Watertown.     
     SDDVA Field Of-
ficer Will Huffmon had 
the opportunity to fish 
with Medal of Honor 
recipient Michael J. 
Fitzmaurice and pro-
angler/outdoor TV 
host Darin Lewin.  As 
you can see, I think their team held their own—they placed 
8th in the tournament! 
     Huffmon 
shared that the 

most memorable part of the day was when 92 year old 
World War II Veteran Ordell (Purple Heart recipient) 
caught the largest fish of the day (28 inch walleye)! 
     Huffmon addressed the veterans during the closing 
ceremony of the event.   His message focused on the 
fact that veterans are inspired by other veterans and 
the need  to carry on the tradition.   He encouraged his 
fellow veterans to help inspire the next generation to 
serve.    
     Huffmon closed his remarks by saying, “It was a privi-
lege and an honor to be here today and fish with these 

warri-
ors.   It 
serves 
as a re-
minder 
that we 
are blessed with heroes in our lives every day.” 
     Warriors Never Give Up, organizes outdoors 
events for our heroes and provide a place of relaxa-
tion, hope, revival, and a break from life’s daily 
struggles. For more information on this program —- 
check out their site: 
https://warriorsnevergiveup.org/.. 

If the keys are missing—I’ve gone fishing! 

Michael J. Fitzmaurice 

Will Huffmon 

Ordell and his great catch! 

mailto:https://warriorsnevergiveup.org/
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     Veterans at the Michael J. Fitzmaurice State 
Veterans Home don’t sit idle much.   Activities 
the past week included participation in the Flag 
Day ceremony, a trip to Deadwood and some 
fast draw shooting, and some fishing and pon-
toon rides at Angostura Lake. 

Summer fun at the state veterans home 
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     If you live out west or near Chamberlain, you may have noticed more individuals in uniform over 
the last week. That’s because the South Dakota National Guard is currently in the middle of its annual 
Golden Coyote training exercise. In its 33

rd
 year, the exercise is held to prepare military members for 

overseas contingency operations and homeland defense.  
     Thirty military units with soldiers from 13 states, one 
U.S. territory and four foreign countries are participating 
in the two-week training. The 2,400 service members 
who are involved serve in the Army, Navy and Air Force, 
as well as the National Guard.  
     Through the exercise, the SDNG is providing service to 
the public. For the tenth year in a row, the National 
Guard and reserve soldiers are conducting a timber haul 
humanitarian mission. They are using hydraulic excava-
tors to load timber onto trucks for delivery to members of 
the Pine Ridge, Rosebud, Standing Rock, Cheyenne River 
and Crow Creek tribes. This not only provides tribes with 
wood to use for heating, but gives soldiers experience in 
finding and delivering supplies – a job soldiers routinely 
perform overseas. 
     I am proud of the South Dakota National Guard for 
leading this successful operation each year, and also for 
continuously distinguishing itself.  
     I recently received word that South Dakota is leading 
the country in unit readiness. The National Guard Bureau 
annually designates "Superior Units" based upon person-
nel strength, meeting high training requirements and 
receiving excellent marks during inspections. This year, only 35 Army National Guard units in the na-
tion earned this distinction: two from Iowa, 10 from Virginia and 23 from South Dakota. In total, the 
SDNG makes up nine-tenths of a percent of the nation's Army National Guard. Yet, our units earned 66 
percent of the Superior Unit Awards for training year 2016 – a truly incredible accomplishment. 
     And that's not all. The SD Army National Guard was recently named the overall winner of the Army 
Communities of Excellence competition. This award recognizes performance excellence within U.S. Ar-
my, National Guard and Reserve installations and communities and their approach to systems manage-
ment. After finishing runner-up last year, they outdid every other state in the nation this year, bringing 
home $100,000 to push organizational excellence even higher. 
     We have good reason to be proud of our soldiers and airmen. For over 155 years, this leading force 
has been dedicated to serving the citizens of South Dakota and the nation. They are among the most 
dedicated, capable, and reliable men and women I’ve ever known.  
 
 
 

Good reason to be proud of the sdng  

(a column by Gov. Dennis Daugaard) 
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Jun 28—Black Hills Veterans Job Fair—Western Dakota Tech 
June 30—Sisseton Wahpeton Sioux Tribe’s 3rd Annual Bataan Death Memorial March (starts at BIA 700 
South and ends at Pow Wow Arena) - 7:30 am (CT) 
Jul 3-4—State offices will be closed 
Jul 14—VABHHCS VSO Congressional Forum—Building 145—Room 108—Fort Meade—10:00 am (MT) 
Jul 22—PVA 3rd Annual Poker Run—Thirsty Duck Bar and Grill—945 S. Marion Rd.— Sioux Falls— 11:00 
am (CT) 
Aug 14-17—SDDVA Annual Benefits School—Pierre—Ramkota 
Aug 31—Veterans Day at the South Dakota State Fair 

Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer 

South Dakota Department of the Military http://military.sd.gov 

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs http://vetaffairs.sd.gov 

Soldiers and Sailors Building  -  425 E Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: 605-773-8242  

E-mail address: audry.ricketts@state.sd.us 
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